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OF all created things the loveliest, 

And most divine are children. 

-Wilham Canton 
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The Magazine for Children 


Don't Scrap that Scrap Book! 


c 
Dae kK a a 


During my school days | used to collect pictures of 
babies and paste them in a large and bulky note bok. | 


| remember that it even fetched me a prize in the hobbies 
| exhibition conducted by my school! The album thoug 1 aes- 


thetically satisfying was of little use in improving my knowl- 
edge and later it was probably consigned to scrap. 
But a scrap book can also be very useful if you know 


| what you are doing. Supposing you are interested in auto- 
| mobiles and wish to become an automobile engineer, you 


can be on the look out for news items pertaining tc cars, 
clip and paste them. 


To give an example the recent issue of ‘ASIA. PACIFIC’ 
- a Japanese magazine - carries a very interesting news 
about the ultimate Eco - Car. Research is on to elirainate 
the pollution caused by present day petrol and diesel en- 
gines. The result 
is the hybrid car. 

Hybrid engines 
are equipped with 
a combination of 
petrol powered 
engine and a mo- 
tor powered by 
electricity ener- 
ated when the car is in motion. The fumes emitted are 
limited and less toxic but not completely eliminated. 





Scientists are now helping to develop the fuel cell ve- 
hicle or FCV which is the next generation eco - friendly 


| automobile. A fuel cell combines Hydrogen with Cxygen 


present in the air to produce electricity which drives the 
car. The only by - product is water! What is more, the FCV is 
more energy efficient than the conventional petrol engine. 


Woutd you not like this amazing development to go 
into your scrap book? So, start working on a scra) book 
ight away! 
sail - Editor 
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Ruskin Bond, 
story teller, is a 


the master 
t his 


inventive best when 













an enchanting 
literary 
landscape in 
which children 
play an integral 
role. 


Dear children, 


now, read on 
what he 
personally has 
to say to each 
one of you... 


spinning 
out yarns 
for 
children. 
For over 
four 
decades, 
the author 
has 
conjured up 


at. ‘psd, ical iiemaleuueane = fat 


® M. Sunil, Chennai 
As an author what kind of 


stories do you like - classics or 


detective stories? 
Which ix your favourite book? 
| like both classics and detective 
fiction. My favourite book is “David 
Copperfield’. 


®Adithya, Bangalore 

After writing a story, or en 
reading it fater da you feel, that 
you could have written if 
better? 

Only sometimes, 





® L. Sundari, 
Chennai 

f was bath, torched 
and angered about the 
plight of animals, 
after reading your 
story ‘The leopard’. 
How can we children 
help in conserving 
wild life? Please 
Suggest some was, 






















Children can help by writing on 
the subject, by expressing their 
VIEWS. 


® Vaishnavi Veluswamy, 
Bangalore 

De you wrife poetry? [f so, don't 
you feel bored searching for 
riyming 
wards fo make 
Wm interest- 
ing? Does 
poetry really 
need rhyming 
wards? 

l enjoy 
Writing poctry. 
Rhyming words 
are not essential, 
but helpful in light 
Verse, 


7 


® N.G. Vijayagopal, 
Hyderabad 

Most of your stories are 
mysterious and ghostly! 
Do you like writing such 
stories and if so, why? 


= 


| like the element of 


mystery. But, not always. 


® LJanani Viswanathan, 


Chennai ® Siddharth. S. Belle, Bangalore; 


Shreva Hiriyanna Shetty, Vlumbai 
Which was pour first book? 
*The Room on the Roof”, 


lo write any story/article 

is creativity important or fs 
language important? 

Creativity, originality, style, 

construction, characterization, all of 


® Sachin Chitpur, Gulbarga 
these are important. 


[have read many of your short 
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stortes and J notice 
that in your stories the 
lead role is a person 
wie likes laneliness, 
likes fo spend time 
anong trees, near a 
river or some silent 
place and if is always 
ina fully place. Why ts it se? 

This person in the lead role in the 
books reflects the author's own nature 1.¢.. 
me! 


® KR. Varun, Kolkata 

What are your hobbies other than 
writhng? 

| like reading, walking, growing 
plants and flowers, 


® P. Karthik Kamaswamy, 
Chennai 

Jam good in writing short stories 
and even novels. would like ta take 
that as a career. But, my parents 
fhink [ should treat it anly as a 
hobby, J need your advice. 








There is no hurry. 
Wait until you are a little 
older before deciding. 


® Manisha T, 
Bangalore; R.Rathna, 
Trichy 
— Who inspired you 
fo write for children? 

My tavourne children’s writers 
inspired me. Also, writing came 
naturally, 


® Narayanamma, Cuttack 

Have any of yeur works 
been adapted in movies for chiltren 
or cartoon serials on television? 

‘Junoon’ a Hindi movie directed by 
Shyam Benegal was based on my story 
‘A Flight of Pigeons’. Currently, Vishal 
Bhardwaj 1s filming my book ‘The Blue 
Umbrella’, 


® Vijay Loya, Hyderabad 

How to write and communicate 
well in English? 

Write simple, clear English. Convey 
your meaning with a few choice words, 
Avoid using very long sentences. 


® Srinidhi Krishna, Kerala 

Since you write mostly childhood 
sfories, 
cherished moments during your 
school days/childhoad? 

I cherish those days spent with my 
father when | was eight or nine. 


whar were the prest 


®S. Mrinalini, Mumbai 
I read a lot of books in English. 


f would like to write but in my 
writing I find the influence of other 
writers. How can I improve/bring 
out my individual style? 

We are all influenced by other writers 
but we should always try to be original, 
different in style and outlook. 


® P. Mohan Arvind, Chennai 

What do you think of modern 
books like Harry Potter and 
their influence on Indian 
children? 

Harry Patter is all right, but 
there are many better writers. 
Look for them! 


® S. Veena, Bangalore 
Please tell me how to write my 
articles, stories ete. and send them 
to newspapers and magazines so 
that they get published? 

Type out your articles, stories etc., 
and send them off ta editors. 


® Ram Prasadh.P, Chennai 
What do you like best in 








children? 
l like their frankness, openness, and 
receptivity to new ideas, 


® Anurag Rath, Cuttack, 

Orissa 

fam very interested in writing 
Stories and in fact have written 
about [3/l4 of them, But I can't 
think af a suitable 
climax for them. 
Please advise me on 
fhe same. 

Don't force a climax 
for your stories. Let it be 
natural. 


® C.Sai Lohbit, 
fahirabad, Andhra 
Pradesh 
When were you 
born? At which age 
did you Start writing 
Stories? 
was born on May 
[WA 1994. J started 
writing for publications 
atthe ace of seventeen. 


® Krithika.K, Bangalore 
What is your message for the 
younger generation? 
set your sights on what you really 
want to achieve, and then work steadily 


in that direction! 
cis Bo F 





Ranj it Singh, a BSF (Border Security Force) 
commander was patrolling the Line of Control, the 
border dividing India and Pakistan. Ranjit saw a 
frail looking man coming in his direction. It was 
Prakash his close friend. Two years back, Prakash's 
son, Kumar, had run away from home after Prakash 
had admonished him severely for tailing in all the 
subjects in the quarterly exam. Kumar had been just 
twelve years old at that time. His family had 
searched for him desperately. After a few months, 
they had received a letter from Kumar stating that 
he had been detained in the Kot Lak Path jail in 
Lahore, Pakistan. Kumar had accidentally strayed 
into Pakistani area after running away from home. 
His family ran from pillar to post seeking help from 
the Indian Government but in vain, Ranjit Singh's 
heart was filled with sympathy for Prakash. He went 





near him. Prakash took out 
an cnvelope and gave it to 
Ranjit. It was from Kumar, 

Ranjit read the letter, 
Kumar had written, 
“They ‘re treating me well. 
Don't worry. Please pray | 
should be released soon.” 
But Ranjit knew the bitter 
truth. He knew Indian pris- 
oners were treated very 
badly in Pakistani prisons, 
Many Indian prisoners had 
lost their mental balance 
and suffered in - human 
treatment from the authori- 
ties there. But he did not tell 


that to Prakash. 

“It’s all my fault,” said 
Prakash sadly, “I shouldn't 
have whipped him.” Ranjit 
Singh consoled him, “Don’t 
worry, he'll return home 
soon.” Prakash sighed in 
despair and slowly made his 
way home. 

Ranjit Singh felt a deep 
sense of pity as he thought 
about the innocent children 





5" ay Wid “ef 
| rT ty | =p, ‘ 
L. i | ima 4 
' be 4 oi he md 
(Le i | f i, [ v 
$ 


aT ty h 
ANTOO SHARON 
languishing in Indian and Pakistam prisons, for 
accidentally crossing the borders. He wondered why 
the authorities of both countries kept on delaying the 


repatriation procedures for such innocent children. 
+++ 


In the Kot Lak Path jail at Lahore, a fourteen 
year old Kumar was praying fervently for his re- 
lease. His eyes moistened as he thought of his par- 
ents. He realized he should’ ve listened to his par- 
ents and promised to study well, instead of fool- 
ishly running away from home. Each day his thoughts 


had plagued him. He had hated school and studies. 
But now he yearned to go back to school and study 
well, to play cricket with his friends. All the small 
things he had taken for granted now seemed so pre- 
cious to him, He looked out of the small window in 
his cell. It was evening. He hurried to write a letter 
to his parents before darkness enveloped the cell. 
Kumar lied again in his letter, “I"m fine. They're 
treating me well...” He knew that 1f he wrote the 
truth, the letter would never reach his parents and 
he would be treated even more severely in prison. 


Kumar gave his measly dinner to his ailing cell- 
mate. Kumar heard the warden cursing aloud. The 
warden was listening to the live commentary of the 
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cricket match between India and Paki- 
stan over the radio. From the warden’s 
tone, Kumar guessed that India had 
beaten Pakistan. For the first time, since 
coming to the prison, Kumar felt hap- 
piness engulfing his heart. 


++ 


Ranjit Sin gh saw a boy around ten 
years old, helplessly looking here and 
there. Ranjit immediately sensed that it 
must be a Pakistani boy, who had 
crossed the border accidentally. The 
boy turned pale when he saw Ranjit ap- 
proaching him. He felt terrified on 
realising that he was on Indian 
territory now. Ranjit firmly 
gripped the boy’s hand. 
“What's your name and 
which is your village?” he 
asked sternly. “Anwar!” 
replied the boy ner- 
vously, “I live in Sarola 
Ratia,” he said trembling. 

Ranjit knew Sarola 
Ratia was a village in Pa- 
kistan. Ranjit’s heart 
melted when he saw fear 
and anxiety writ large on 
Anwar's face. He knew 
that if Anwar was turned 
over to the Indian Police, 
he would be in prison for 
long years oreven worse, 
for his entire life time. 
Ranjit didn’t want the 
young boy’s childhood to be lost 
in some dingy cell in India. 


Ranjit quickly looked in all «| @ 
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directions. There was no sign of other 
BSF commanders. 

“Run!” ordered Ranjit, pointing: to- 
wards the Pakistani border. Anwar was 
surprised and so relieved! He ran fast 
with all his might towards freedom. 


+ + 


Kumar and sixteen of his inmates 
could not believe the news. The warden 
had just told them that they were going to 
be released ina weck’s time! There ‘were 
scenes of jubilation in the Lahore pr.son. 
[i was an emotional moment for one of 
the inmates Rohan who was eighteen 









years old. He had been lan- 
gushing in the pnson for the 
last ten years. 

The boys had been told 
that the Pakistani General 
Ahmed Khan had played a 
key role in their release. A 
week later, there was a 
happy re-union of the sev- 
enteen boys with their par- 
ents at the Indian border. Prakash’s 
heart sang with joy on embracing 
his son Kumar. 

Ranjit Singh was so happy to 
know that Kumar had been re- 
leased. The Indian Government 
also promised to release twenty 
Pakistani boys as a reciprocal 
goodwill gesture. As Ranjit con- 
tinued his patrolling across the 
border, he saw a Pakistani 
ranger. At once his hand went 
to his rifle. But Ranjit was sur- 
prised to see the Pakistani ranger 
smiling and waving to him. Ranjit too 
smiled back. He was puzzled. His fel- 
low commanders would never believe 
him ifhe told them about the smiling 
Pakistani ranger. 


The Pakistani ranger had not forgot- 
ten the face of Ranjit. Two weeks earlier, 
Abdul had been surveying the borders 
with his binoculars. He watched in terror 
as he saw a young Pakistani boy walking 
towards the border. He yelled and 
shouted at him to stop but it was too late. 
The boy had already crossed the border. 
He saw Ranjit holding the boy’s hand and 
had felt sorry for the poor boy. But he 





watched in disbeliefas Ranjit released the 
boy pointing towards the Pakistani bor- 
der. 


Abdul had told no one except his gen- 
eral Ahmed Khan about this hard to be- 
lieve incident. The General had listened 
silently and then used his highly placed 
connections in Pakistan. 

Only Abdul knew what had made the 
General take quick steps for the release 
of seventeen Indian boys. He smiled to 
himselfand continued patrolling. 2) 
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Jeepers creepers, 
| can't believe me 












Watch where 
you re going ‘ 


Me peepers, lad, 
these two things 
in my face... 
What on earth _ # 
are you talking | z 
about? 





| yam what | 










f yf, yam and that's 
Paka A | I sure is, | mean, all i, _ 
| | sure am, and 
Cos you is a i ms, 
that Belgian F 3 
Obhhhhh... reporter isn't ' 
your eyes... you? 5 
Well, why 
cant you 


believe your [ - 
eyes? = 


eu ae 


. rR 
ng SST ive RE REENE 
|e metothomitt? 
HEROES! 


| ; Mine does, so don't 
Whatkindofa = you laugh at him... 
dogbarksthat hey wait a minute... 
way? you're the quy who 
si h just turned seventy- 
| five, right? 






















Popeye, the 
. Sailor man. 
Oh! The dog! 
Well, this is 
Snowy, Snowy 
this is.... 


Neither do you, but 
maybe that's because 
we are both 
cartoons...ha! ha! 


Congrats! 
| turned 

\ seventy-five 

: , too. 









continued on page /2 
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We hope you have been enjoying 
reading about various career options that 
are available to you as a student today. In 
this issue, we will be giving you information 
on a career in the Insurance sector. 

The term “Jnsurance’ was earlier 
restricted to life insurance. Today, there 
exist a variety of insurance services such 
as vehicle, travel and health insurance, 

When do people take up an insurance 
















cover and why? 
The purpose behind insurance is to be 

prepared against any probable future 

mishaps that could lead to heavy losses. 


if you are wondering as to what 


career fhe fasurance sector could 


possibly have to offer...read an... 
Actuaries 
They determine future risk, make price 
decisions and formulate investment 
strategies. Most actuaries specialize in 
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Insurance. Actuaries collect and analyse 
data to figure out the probability of events 
such as death, injury, property loss, etc., 
laking place (attention those of you who 
like ‘probability’ in mathematics!) |fand 
when such an event occurs, ther: the 
actuaries also determine the amount that 
will be paid. 


Areas af werk: 
Agent 
An agent's task invalves 

selling insurance policies on 

bchalf of the company. 

Insurance companies are 

looking at agents who not 

only sell insurance policies but 
also act as consultants ta the 
cuslomers. 
Development officer 
A development officer 
deals with marketing and 





getting new clients. You could also work 
inthe department, which studies the risk 
in.any proposal, and decide if it shou d be 
insured or not. You could be a professional 
underwriter and assess the risks invelved 
in the business. 


Investment department 

This department determines how best 
to invest the funds so as to get the 
maximum profit (returns) for the 





organisation. 

Administration department 

Asan administrative officer you would 
have to deal with the registration of claims 
and policies and checking details. 

Surveyor 

Asasurveyor you would be entrusted 
with assessing the loss or damage. 


What do you have to do to pursue a 
career in Insurance? 

A large number of institutions offer 
courses in actuarial science either as three 
year degree courses, as part of a degree 
programme or as a short-term course. 

Engineering graduates or students with 
a diploma in engineering, Chartered 
Accountants, graduates in Medical 
Sciences or Associates in certain 
recognized insurance institutes are eligible 
to get a license to become surveyors. 
Those wishing to become agents have to 
take up a qualifying examination. 











Future Prospects 

With a lot more organizations getting 
into this field, a career in insurance promises 
to be rewarding. 


There will be deadlines and long hours 
thanks to the year-end workload and clients 
definitely can be very demanding. 
However, this should not deter those of you 
who love to analyse and solve difficult 
problems and find the job interesting. Give 
a career in insurance a serious thought. 





Help others save for a rainy day, 


Good luck to you! 

Is there any particular career that you 
would like to know more about? We would 
be really happy to hear from you. 

NEAT MONTH: 
RADIO JOCKEY 


Email your suggestions to 
gokulam@icareersindia.com =| 
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all about. Mechanical energy is the 
moving force of all machinery. 
Animal power and human energy 
are ¢xamples of mechanical energy.” 
i “Let's take heat energy next. Can 
y anyone give me any examples?” 
- “Hot-air balloons, jet engines?” 
asked Abhishek. 

“Yes, you re night.” 
| “Next comes light energy,” 
~ we? continued Ms. Meenakshi. “Light or 
—— ee = —soradiant energy, pouring out fromthe 

sun, sustains all green plants.” 

Twas science peniod. Ms. Meenakshi “Miss, Atomic energy is dangerous, 
started the lesson. isn'tit, asked acunous Sanjay. 

“Today we are going to lear about “Atomic energy must be used for 
‘energy’. We constantly hearthe word, Constructive, peaceful purposes and not 
so where do you think itis applicable?” | 48 a power of destruction” explzined 

“Miss! We use energy in our day to Ms. Meenakshi. 
day life,” spoke up Deepak. “Then there is the electrical energy 

“Right! We use different forms of  4880ciated with magnets and electrical 
energy in our daily life. Now,cananyone Currents, by means of which our 
tell me what are the different sources of | @ppliances work. Chemical energy is what 


| isp the class. 
Me ee “Let's see whal each energy 1s 


. — J 
r8 
#2 dc a 

diy - 











energy?" we get from food and fuels. Food keeps 
The answers came thick and fast: us strong for work. The energy of oil, coal, 
Light energy, heat energy, Mechanical Wood and gas released in the form of heat 
energy... keeps us warm,” 


“Very good, children!” said Ms. Just then the bell rang. “We'll conumue 
Meenakshi, pleased at the enthusiasm of 1m the next class,” said Ms.Meenakshi. 
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As soon as the class 
assembled, Ms.Gayatri said, “I 
am poing to tell you the uses of 
the apostrophe. Do you know 
what an apostrophe is?” 

“Isn't the apos...apostrophe 
a punctuation mark like the full 
stop or like the question mark?” 
asked Abhishek. 

“Ttisa punctuation mark alright 
but there is a difference. The 
symbol (*) becomes a part of the 
word itself whereas other 


‘ but there's a ditterence 





punctuation marks merely make 
divisions in your writing. 

The comma for instance 
indicates a pause in the sentence 
and a full stop is used when the 
sentence comes to an end. A 
question mark plainly asks a 
question and so on. Now let me 
make this clear,” she said as she 
turned to the blackboard and 
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We'll go on a picnic next week. 

“We il stands for we will, so we ‘Il is actually a 
shortened form of we will.” 

Harini raised her hand to get permission to 

speak. 

“Yes?” asked Ms. Gayatn. 

“What's the difference between ifs anc ifs? 
Do you say the dog wagged ifs tail or its tail?” 

“Can any of you answer that question?” asked 
Ms. Gayatri. 

Abhishek, as usual, got up to answer. “The 
answer is, ifs tail and not if &,” he said. 

“You are right, ” said Ms. Gayatri “But why 
can't you say ifs tail?” 

Abhishek was stumped He 
couldn't answer the question. 

Ms. Gayatri responded “ You 
cannot say if * tail, as if Sis the shortened form of 





itis. If you do, your sentence will read as The 
dog wageed if is fail, and that is obviously 
incorrect. Other words are also shortened with 
an apostrophe. He is can be written as He & (He & 
a good boy) or Here is can be written as Here $ 
(Mere s a piece of cake). ” 

“The possessive of if is its. The short fonn of 
if isis its.” 


Then she tumed to the blackboard and wrote 
the following shortened forms of words: - 

can’t, we'll, I'd, you'll, we've, here's, 
there’s, aren't, doesn't, couldn't, won't... 


“Can you tell me what the full 
forms of these words are?” Ms. 
Gayatri asked. 

The whole class shouted back, 
“cannot, we will, | would, you 
will, we have, here ts, there is, 
are not, does not, could not, 
will not.” 

“Softly. You will disturb the 
other classes, Now what's the 
difference between the boy 5 toy 
and the boys' toys?” 

“May I answer that?” asked 
Darshint. “She boy § toy refers to 
a toy that belongs to a single boy, 
The boys’ tovs refer to toys 
belonging to a number of boys.” 

“Good,” said Ms. Gayatri. 


RACHA PADMANABHAN 
and Shibant s books, 

“The first sentence is wrong’, said Abhishek. 

“Both are nght”’ said Ms. Gavatn smiling. “The 
first sentence means a book belonging to both 
Darshini and Shibani, the second sentence means 
many books belonging to both of them.” 

Ms. Gayatri dictated a sentence and asked 
Darshini to write it on the blackboard and 
Darshini wrote as follows: - 






This book ts not her's, 
nor your's, nor their's, 
nor our'’s, but belongs to 
the school library. 





“Now tell me what the difference 
is between Darshini and 
Shibanis bookand Darshini's 





Ms. Gayatri shook her head and smiled. 
“No, Darshini that’s not correct,” she said. 
“Personal pronouns like hers, his, yours, 
theirs, and ours, which are already in the 
possessive, do not take the apostrophe. So 
it should be: 

This book ts not hers, nor yours, nor 
theirs, nor ours, but belongs to the schoal 


* library.” 


**'Y ou have told us about the apostrophe, now 
tell us something about the hyphen,” said 
Abhishek. “When does one actually use a 


March 2004 Gikurmam 19 





HOMEWORK 


Liyphenate the appropriate words: 
My sister got married last summer and there 
were anumber of people wha were out of town 
wedding guests. Her father in law was well 
dressed and wore a suif and her mother in caw 
wore a Hive black saree. My sister's Ausband 
was a six footer and being a non resident Indian 


in n the CLS. was pro America. Some of the guests were anti American. It was 
a sit down dinner and three fourths of the guests were vegetarian. My sister § 
father in law who was an ex army General, proposed a toast to his son ond 
daughter in law. After dinner, he drove away in a chauffer driven car. 


I. Choose the right word: 


f, your book, (Here's, Heres’, Hears) 
2 sft, Et) fime now fo give the dog 
(its, it's) food. 
3, no dinner tonight, (There's, Theres, Theirs) 
4 sf You're, Your) earlyfor 


fvour, you're) breakfast. 
5. Please be here at 
6. Whose book is this? [t's _ 


(8 o'clock, & aclock). 
fers, her's). 


CHECK OUT FOURANSHERS ON PAGE 23 


hyphen?” 
“The hyphen (-) usually joins several 
words into one whole, and it is used as 
follows,” said Ms. Gayatri, 


Compound numbers: 

thirty-six, forty-three, 

seventy- eight 

Fractions: 

seven-eivhins, three-fourtits, 
one-eighth 

Family relationships: 
mother-in-law, daughter-in-law, 
preat - prandson 

Compound Adjectives: 


20 GOEKULAM March 2004 


well-educated, 
Indo-American library 


“Tt will be boring to give you a list of 
the rules for the use of the hyphen. 
Leaming rules is of little use. Read a lot, 
get a feel for the language and when in 
doubt consult your frend the Dictionary. 
I will, however, give you some homework. 
| will see you in the next class,” she szid 
as the bell rang. 

Dear Reader, 

Treat the above as your 
homework Too and see how well you 
learnt this lesson! - Radha Aunsy 
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It was Lewis Carol who first 
thought of this delightful past-time! 
Change the word occurring onthe | 


top rung of the ladder such that it | LOOK 
forms anew word. But you must 
alter only one letter at a time to get ' 
the last word in four or five steps. BSE 
The first one is done for you. =— 
i) RISE — 
FALL 
FALL 
i) COOL ii} HOSE Iv) WIRE 
— se -PR. Sindhuja, 
se i — Std VII, 
SOUL MOSS FORE NPS, Bangalore 
II. It’s riddles time! 
1. Which key opensabanana? home? 
2. Which crow scares birds 6. Which is the largest ant? 
away? 7, Which bird can lift heavy objects? 
3. What kind of fish twinkles? 8. Which bus discovered America? 
4, Which pet sings and dances? - L. Sivaraman, Sid V, 
>. Which lion can we grow at SDCVYV School, Chennai 
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ANSWERS TO THE ENGLISH HOMEWORK ON PAGE 20 


I. Hyphenate the appropriate words: 

1. out-of-town 2. father-in-law 3.well-dressed 4,.mother-in-law 5. blue-black 
| 6.six-footer 7. non-resident 8.pro-America 9.anti-American 10.three-fourths 
| 11. father-in-law 12. ex-army 13. daughter-in-law 14. chauffer-driven 


II. Choose the right word: 

1. Here’s your book 2. It's time now to give the dog its food 3. There's no 
| dinner tonight 4. You're early for your breakfast 5. Please be here at 8 o'clock 
| 6 Whose book is this? It's hers (the possessive pronoun has no apostrophe) 
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Of vour story to various publishers for their 
scruiiny cna await their decision, You shoulel 
aise affix sufficient return postage fo 
a self addressed envelape and send it 
diong with your manuscript. This will tel 
yeu te get ves or ‘na’ in due course 
One of the several publishers af catldren § 
books may accept your story, Grice you 
Jinalixe a contract with 
thet publisher, you nnust 
munedaely write te the 
others informing them 
Of; POUr success, in 
arder fo avoid duplication ef work and 
waste of time for them, Gooed hick! 
=e 
Grindaia. Although | have studied inan En clish medium 
School, | don’t have the confidence to Speal: in 
English. But 1am able to write well and earn the 
appreciation of my teachers. How am | to tackle 
this problem? 


| love writing 
poems. | have also 
written many stories. A few of them 
have been published in children’s 
magazines and in the young folk sec- 
tion of newspapers. But how am | 


- Sleesha, Bangalore 
Dear Sleeshe, 












to publish my latest story asa whole This ix a common problem and arises out 
in book form? : of lack of practice. Talk to your 
= Greeshma, / Panes ane afer well Withers 
Chennai only in English ane ask them 

fo correct vou and not make 

Dear 7 fun of you, Use your mather 
Greeshma. fangue only where absolutely 


Hecessary. Listen to BRC 
Programmes as often as pos- 
sible. In a few weeks you wanld 
have developed the courage and can- 
fidence ta converse in English 


here ix no 
easy way to ful- 
Jil your desire. [t 
may take vears fo be 
recognized as a 
writer, as you will aay 
have to send copies 


Lave, 
Grandma worm 
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* The American 


bald eagle Rising on thermals ie, 
The Condor drafts of warin air, 
It has a wingspan of 3 to 3.3 yo i they soar across 
metres. It is a carnivorous bird. gf SMEG, the miles insearch 
There are two speciesofcondor AP SAL Ot b, B oof food. 
in the world - The Andean Con- The 
dor which lives in the Andes 
mountains in South America and Albatro - 
the Califomian Condor which is New7ealand's 
found in the mountains of sub Arctic islands 


Southem Califomia. They 
feed on carcasses of ani- 
mals. While searching i 
forfood, the Condoruses 
its broad wings to glide 
high in the air. 


The King Vulture 

It has a wingspan of 2.7 to 3 
mits. [tis found in South America, 
Mexico and Central America, The 
king vulture 1s also 
built for long 
hours on the 
wing. They sel- 
dom flap their wings. 


are the Alba- 











tross capital of the world. More types of their spe- 
cies live here than anywhere else. 
The wandering Albatross is the leader arnong 
the flying birds with the largest wingspan. It has a 
wingspan of 3.3 to 3.6 metres. [thas a long, Feavy 
beak and long, narrow wings. Itneeds some wind 
and a run before taking off. It either runs elong 






* The 
Albatross 


















with its webbed feet 
over Water fora 


Condor 


off, They 
are preda- 
Ors. 
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The White Pelican 


It has a wingspan of 2.4 to 2.7 mts. It is 
found in Canada. These birds are very social 
and group their nests together in colonies. Be- 
neath its long flattened bill is a bright yellow 

orange pouch for temporary food storage. 

Functioning like the radiator ina 

car, italso helps the 
pelican to 
keep cool. 







Bi erator, 





on the ground or paddles i fi 


long time 
Bee. before 
m, taking 








The 
Ait a ata American 
a eee bald eagle 
‘ F is the American 
National 







bird. It has a wing- 
span of 2.1 to 2.4 
mts. Eagles too 


seldom flap 
their wings. 
They 
ris¢é on 3 
thermals and can average speeds of 
40 mph. Effortlessly, they climb to a 
high altitude and then glide long dis- 
tances in the direction of its migration. 
They are found over most of North 
America from Alaska and Canada to 
northem Mexico, 
- Akash Kalal, Std V, 
Carmel High School, Bangalore 


ai 





| * Wander- ‘ 
Ing Alba- 
(ross 
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| LONG,LONG AGO, Berane | 


THERE WERE MUM BN BEINGS i) fF ms a | 
\eVGRS QE AAPAMALS | ‘ [ al. “al , ‘oo 

RULED THE EARTH. ( hee — me 
ONE YEAR, THE WHOLE | yy : A ke 





SWLARLD WAS AT wa ‘ af se 
§ S/RDS VS ANIMALS | wast’ pr “UN ius? 







CAE DAY, 7 Two BATS z chen al i 
cs et bey 

| LOOK, tHe 

/ PIRDS ARE 







WINNING, | VY 
LET's BE y): o ‘ 
ON THEIR a 

SIDE. y p 
IZ one Sa 


a? + ed et. ) 
——— ath ae 

















YES, ced Ir 15 
ALWAYS WISE TO BE 
ON THE WINNING SIDE! | 


— a 











—— 






WEARE “ 
ALSO 
BIRDS LIKE 
4 “YOU WE Too 
s4 HAVE WINGS AND, | 
Fly. WEALL /#9 
r BELONG To | 
| ONE FAMILY. 






















7 A FEW DAYS LATER 


‘THE ANIMALS . 
SEEM To BE ay 
WINNING 

Now. WE / 
=—HOULD 
SON a 

_ THEM, “Fic 










LET USALL 
| DOIN | 
TOGETHER 





y WE HATE BIRDS. WE 
ARE ANIMALS TUST LIKE 
You! WE Too HAVE EARS 
AND NOSES AND FEED 


, MILK FOK OUR YOUNG, 
SET LIKE *yOU., 



















, Fan OKAY; aU ma 
Ig > CAN Ay) you 


7 YOU ARE WELCOMED | \ | 
se N , J 4 


= ah g —3 








IN THIE WAR, MANY ro ‘ 
AIiRDS AAD ANIMALS THIS WAR 
LOEB THEIR LIVES, . 





ANIMALS 
HAY E SHOWN 
















a/RDS AND pate 3 | GREAT 
GOT FOGETHWER ~~ we lia, |] CO-oPERATIon, 
ONE DY, TO eee att f) AND SELFLESSiy 
TALK THINGS OVER. ~ F OUGHT: 
— —_ i | EVEN THE 
BATS DiD 







Ff 7 | THE IR BIT. 
F LET US star , : 7 
THIS GENSELESS — 


WAR pete WELL J 
ALL BECD 
























(rx ) 
hb wnar2 
e* THE BATS 
HELPED Ta FIGHT 
AGAINST US2 WHY 
THEY CAME To us 
“* FEW WEEKS BACK 


AND SAID THEY 
WILL HELP U6! / 








? oe —— 
; . \ay NOW, | UNDERSTAND!" 
eh THE BATS 
HAVE BEEN 
USING US 
AND VERY 
CLEVERLY 
MANAGED To 
BE ON THE 
WINNING SIDE 4 : 
INCLUDE 


A yess TREY SO) THEM IN THE] 


i HAVE BEEN | oes 
MPN \apousle 
\ | GAME; THEN [Le 
WE WON'T | 


>t INc LUDE Bo 


THEM IN 


| TRE ANIMAL | * (Vues 
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1) His full name: 


2) Name the field and the year in 
which he won the Nobel Prize: 
= mi LAST DATE 15.3.2004 


3) The name of the collection of po- 
ems for which he got the Nobel Prize: 


7 ee ee eee = 


——— = 


4) He is the author of our 


“ie. 


3) The university he created is known as 
Rules and Regulations 


« Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a cash 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of 
the all correct entries. * Incomplete Entries will be rejected. 


PP SICATT Fe a cic cc ccsvcccinaaninbiavaicinisdgianandsesueveorsiinaaavanvasavarsvaviwaidvesenties 
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Shona hare t saescnsicieidvs eatin: ae A es 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 


Eee Chennai - 600 097. 
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‘Philatelia’, 


lree. 


® The first slamp was printed in 
England in 1840 and is called “THE 
PENNY BLACK.” 


about 5 153. 


® The first stamps in Asia were 


® The word *Philately’ 
came from the Greek word 
which means tax- 


issued in India on 1 July, 1852 in 
Sind Province (now in Pakistan) 
in white, blue and red colours. It 


was called “Scinde Dawk. 
@® The present value of Scinde 


i a 
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Today it costs 










Dawk Red (used) is Rs.2,00,000/- 


approximately. 


® The world’s costliest stamp 1s 
British Guiana, one cent Black on 
Magenta. 

® Perforation are the tiny holes 
between two stamps to ease separa- 
tion. 

® A commemorative stamp 15 1s- 
sued to commemorate a special event 
or issued in honour or memory of a 
great personality or building. It Is 
printed only once. 

® A stamp used for mailing I|st- 
ters and bears obliteration 1s called 
used stamp. 

® A stamp which tn not used and 
has come directly from the mint is 





called mint stamp. 


® Magnifying glass, tweezers, 
perforation gauge, stock - book. 
hinges or mounts, water mark - de- 
lectors are some of the requirements 
for a philatelist. 

® Every stamp bears the name of 
the country and its value. 

® The only country which doesn’t 
print its name in its stamp is Great 
Britain. 


- C.S. Swathi Bhat, 
Std TX, 

D.A.V.Public School, 
Butchirajupalem 


+ lreland Post issued: 


® 4 stamps on Marine life in 
2001 

® 4 stamps on special olympics 

for the disabled held in Dublin in 2003 

source: Collecters News 

- D.S. Lalitha, Kondur 


j oi a‘ 
Adults not allowed? 


"What on sant is 
happening? 


furn to page 36 for more detains 
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® Gour Mohan Singh, Cuttack. 

? What are the things required to 
be kept in a first-aid box at home? 

! Cotton wool, white gauze, bandages, 


sterile absorbent dressings, scissors, 









safety pins, adhesive strapping, splint, 
thermometer, rubber bag, torch light, 

razor blade, calamine lotion, tincture 10- 
dine, an antibiotic cream, pain balm and 
the address and telephone number of the 
family doctor. These ttems should be kept 
at home ina clean, firm metal or plastic 
box, clearly labeled and easily accessible. 


® 6.5. Subhasree, Trichy 

? Jf we fall down and suspect that 
a bone is broken, what should we 
do? 

! Look out for any severe bleeding and 
stop it at once. Dress any open wound. 
Immobilise the whole length of the frac- 
tured part as described below. Tie the in- 
jured part to an appropriate splint. The 
most immediate splint is usually part of the 
victim's body, €.z. tle an injured arm to 
the chest or the injured leg to the sound 
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ig Oe 
Tks oe. 

E J ‘i Ma ies 4 
fe hs | 


pit 
leg. Other splints can be improvised trom 
wooden bars, cardboards or newspapers 
and magazines rolled up and tied. Geatly 
put thick padding like wool, socks, tow- 
els, scarves or handkerchiefs between the 
injured limb and its splint to fill up the hol- 
lows and also to prevent uncomforteble 
pressure over bumps. Ensure that the 
splint with bandaging is not so tight as to 
stop the blood circulation to the injured 





® £dJ.N. Srinath, Chennai 
’ When a person gets first or third 
degree burns, should we dip the burn 


ai 
"F 








a PP ee : hal 
ome es ee ee ' 
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in water or wrap if in a cloth? 

' If the but area is small, we can dip 
it in water for at least ten minutes. If itis 
larger and cannot be immersed, wrap it 
with a wet cloth available like blanket, 
towel, rug etc. 














® B. Sushmita, Bangalore 

? How should we dress up a 
wound? 

' Cleanse the wound first using soap 
and water with pledgets of cotton wool 
oraclean handkerchief. Then cleanse the 
skin around the wound with separate 


strokes. Start each stroke at the edge of 


the wound and move away from it using a 





NEAT TOPIC: 





Or. G. GANESAN 
separate pledget. Place a layer of gauze 
over the wound and the cleansed skin 
area, Apply a thick pad of gauze or cot- 
ton wool over this layer of gauze. Finish 
with several firm tums of a bandage which 
should fully cover the pad. Secure the 
bandage with safety pins. 


® A. Vivek Thanga Durai, Hosur 

? What is the first - aid for snake- 
bites? How can we differentiate be- 
tween poisonous and non-poisonous 
snakebites if we haven't seen the 
snake? 

! Wash the bitten area with soap and 


“m aéo— water. Apply a broad firm bandage two 


to four inches above the bitten area. This 
may delay the absorption of venom. The 
bandage should not cut off blood flow 
froma vein or artery to the bitten area. 
Do not place ice on the wound. 
Immobilise the bitten area and keep it 
lower than the heart. Get medical help as 
soon as possible. 

Usually a poisonous snake bite leaves 
two deep faint impressions separate from 
each other whereas non-poisonous snake 
bite leaves a number of small impressions 


Grandma’s remedies - How true are they? 


“Eating ladiesfinger will increase memory power.” 
“Eating carrots is good for your-eyes. " 
Ask these and more questions to Dr. Ganesan, C/O Gokulam, 
Kalki Buildings, 47-NP Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, 
Chennai - 600 097 E-mail: gokulam@kalkiweekly.com 
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Ina row. When a poisonous 
snake bites, there may be a 
small reddish swelling at the 
site of bite. The victim may 
feel intense pain, nausea, 
weakness of muscles, 
drowsiness and a loss of con- 
sciousness. These are all ab- 
sent in the non-poisonous 
snake bite. 





® <A. Meera, Trichy 

? What is to be done 
when a person gets epi- 
lepsy? 

! Manifestations of epilepsy are 
very variable. In most of the 


3 





Produce 
‘Launch 


Asian paints have come out with a col- 
lection of simple yet attractive kid's room 
designs, for children of various age groups 
ina book titled, “Kids’ World - A Book of 
ideas.” Depending on the age and person- 
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tT 
yy attacks, the victim suddenly 
A falls unconscious and begins 
jerking the limbs. He may 
Se bite his tongue and ‘roth 
Pry atthe mouth. Mop away 
froth from the mouth. 
Protect the limbs from 
& . injury by moving ¢way 
ee” Pra », furniture or pulting 
* buffers like rolled up 
cloth between the limbs and the furni- 
ture around him. Place him in the re- 
covery position (see picture) which 
keeps him stable, pulls the tongue to 
normal position and allows any fluid to 
flow out of the mouth instead of running 
down the windpipe. 






A contest for yau! 


How would you like 
your room to be 
designed? Any idaas? 
send us your imaji- 
Native designs 
colourfully painted. 
Published designs 
will receive books as | 
prizes. 

Last date: 

15.03.2004 
Mail to: 

Gokulam, 

Kalki Buildings, 

47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097 








ality of the child, you can choose fron 5 
themes - cozy room, cheerful room, play- 
ful room, festive room and cool room. 
Details of these designs are also avail- 
able at www.asianpaints.com/kidsworld. 


———— 






nec fq il = Bie 


ae af Heke OFCH 
K ON ERU HUMPY! 


The first and the youngest 
woman tO, Win the. 
NDMASTER, TITLE! 


Send in your questions to 
STAR RENDEZVOUS, c/o Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
4/7 -NF Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097 


Last Date: 20.3.2004 


# Only one question allowed. 

Write only on a posteard. 

* Mention details of your name, age, class and school. Also give your residential 
address. 

* Answers appear in May ‘04 issue. 
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When the Pandavas were in exile. 
they came to a holy place called 
Narayanashrama in the Himalayas. The 
Pandavas stayed here fora few days. 
During their stay, Draupadi saw a beauti- 
ful flower floating in the nver. The flower 


had a heavenly fragrance. Draupadi 
Wanted more such llowers and be- 
seeched Bhima to get her some. The val- 
jant Bhima atonce set out in 
search of that rare and beau- 
tiful flower. 

[In the course of his 
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search, Bhima reached Gandhamadhana 


mountain, its valley full of colourful and 
fragrant flowers. Walking through a path, 
Shima came across amonkey with its long 
tail blocking the path. “Remove your tail 
irom the path, old monkey,” ordered 
Bhima. 

The monkey lay quite stll 
as if he hadn't heard avy- 
thing. Enraged, Bhima 
roared, “Don't you know 
who lam’? Remove your tail 
atonce!” Where upon, the 
monkey politely replied, “T 
am very old and feetle. 
Please remove my tail fram 
the path yourself, good sir!” 


















Bhima, with infinite 
pride in his own strength, 
tried to push aside the 
monkey's tail with his foot. 
The tail wouldn't move an 













inch, Then, he tried to move it with his 
hands. Sull, it wouldn't move a bit. Ex- 
erting full strength too 
didn't have any effect 
on the tail. It stayed put 
in that path. 

Bhima then realised 
his folly. He felt 
ashamed of himselfiand 
his arrogance of 
strength. He felt sure 
that the monkey was 
either a Grod or sage in 
disguise. He requested 
the monkey to reveal his 
true form. 

“T am Hanuman.” 
sald the monkey. 
“Don't beso proudof ~ 
your strength, younger brother! There arc 
forces more stronger than your's!” 


Hanuman was Bhima’s elder brother, 
both being the sons of Vayu, the wind 
God! 

“T am delighted to see you, elder 
brother. I didn’t realise it was you,” re- 
plied Bhima. “Please show me your true 
form,” 

Hanuman obliged. He grew taller and 
taller and atlast reached a gigantic height. 
Bhima could see the vision of Lord Rama 
and Sita on Hanuman’s chest. Over- 
whelmed with the sight, Bhima bowed 
down to Hanuman. Hanuman then came 


back to his own size. Bhima, told him 
about his mission and asked for help. 





Hanuman showed him the way to the val- 
ley where those rare flowers were to be 
found. 


Hanuman also blessed Bhima, “I will 
be present on Arjuna’s flag fluttering in 
his chariot when the war takes place.” 

It meant that as long as Hanuman was 
seen in the flag, victory was sure for the 
Pandavas, which eventually came about. 
and fragrant flowers for Draupadi, which 
he truimphantly presented to her on his 
retum. 

- Veena S. Sundar, Std VI, 
Mahila Seva Samaja, Bangalore 


« This story is the last in the series of prize winning mythology stories. 
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Teacher: When was Rome built? 
Raju: At night. 

Teacher: What makes you think 50? 
Raju: You told me that Rome was not 
built in aday! 










~ PJ. Veekshith, Std IX, 
SSSLSBH, Chickaballur 





Why do you wear spec- 
tacles while going to bed? | 
To see my dreams 
| clearly! 

«Harsha NV, Std TX, 
SSS5LSBH, Chickaballur 
















—— ‘a 
What can Ravana do that 
we cannot? | 
He can sing alone ina 
chorus! 
| 4 - Raksha Padmanabhan, 
Std [X, St. Lawrence H.5, 
Mumbai /J 
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Teacher: Vani, what 

| | comes before six? 

Vani: Newspaper, ma’m! 
«MM. Vinodh, 

Sankarankoll | 







KK. (ADVENTURE! 


THE KING OF SHYAMNAGAR = 
FELL ILL ONCE.....MANY FAMOUS ro WE'VE 














| PHYSICIANS CAME TO TREAT THE : i 
KING FROM FAR OFF LANDS .....BUT..| IDEA WHAT'S WRONG) 





’ WITH THE KING...! 
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Me | MOHANLC. 








| |THAT TOO DIDN'T HAVE ANY EFFECT. THEN 
| ONE DAY A SANYASI CAME TO EXAMINE 
| |THE KING... — , 














s7— OH, QUEEN! THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY 
Te CURE THE KING'S ILLNESS. HE MUST 
‘DRINK THE JUICE OF THE WHITE FLOWER 
WHICH BLOSSOMS ON ATREE ATOP THE BLACI 
MOUNTAIN IN THE BIG FORESTI...BUT..., 


F, 
are”’ 
. ee i ou 





ua IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO GO THERE 
BECAUSE THE WHOLE FOREST IS FILLED 
WITH WILD ANIMALS, CRUEL ABORIGI- 

.. NES,SORCERERS AND DEMONS... 4 











rer | 
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‘ fa LF et 
ee ety a agua 
Le fate i Py i 


“AND THERE'S NO PATH TO CLIMB THE 





| head 7 ifs = . 7 me | 
ca MOUNTAIN. THE ONLY WAY TO THAT epoch asset rons THAT HALF OF MY 
_ PLACE IS THROUGH THE MARSH LANDS. _/ | KINGDOM SHALL BE GIFTED To 
3 es ae | | \. ANYONE WHO FETCHES THAT 


HHO CAN REACH 
Ss, THAT PLACE? 


A” ONLY HEIN WORN ey 
[ STRENGTH, ADVENTURE 4 

AND INTELLIGENCE ARE /f 

. COMBINED! | 


BRINGS THE WHITE FLOWER | 
SHALL BE GIVEN HALF THE 
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A) fj | BUTNOT A SINGLE PERS 
LR fA" | OFFERING TO FETCH THE NEEDE 
Cy ahy.\, | FLOWER... THEN THE CROWN PRINCE JAYA | 









VARMA AND THE SON OF THE COMMANIDER 
) RETURNED TO THE CITADEL AFTER BECIIM- 
| ae IN VARIOUS MARTIAL 


‘ US) io 


a 






DEAR SONI IT'S EXTREMELY 

| ( DIFFICULT To FETCH THE ey 
} J \ FLOWER....BESIDES You'RE Our. 
eo : | ONLY SON....! 











WITH DETERMINATION TO BRING 

THE WHITE FLOWER, AMAR SINGH, SON | 
OF THE COMMANDER WENT To SEEK THE 
~~, [BLESSINGS OF HIS PARENTS... 

l SHOULDN'T GO ALONE. y GODS PROTECT YOU AND 


pe I'Ll ALSO ACCOMPANY You,/g 


ah aa 
r 
J i a | a 
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[SONI YOU'RE BACK AFTER A | Re vaccine Ree 
ee eran | "ESFOND OF USAND IT'S 
Pe RE ar mS OUR DUTY TO 


BOTH THE BRAVE YOUTHS WENT TO SEE 
THE SANYASI TO SEEK HIS BLESSINGS... 


p, 7 lenis 
: 


Ly 
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i 


THIS MAGIC PARROT WILL || 
BE OF GREAT HELP To YoU, 
SHE'LL FLY TO FAR AWAY “| 


—T PLACES AND | 
~S\ RETURN To TELL 
5, “\_YOU ABOUT THEM. 


BA 
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The earth receives heat from the sun 
and reflects some of this heat into space. 
Carbon-di-oxide and other gases in the 
air act as a blanket to hold on to some of 
the reflected heat. As a result the earth 
is warm. This is called the “green house 
effect”. 

Greenhouses look like a small glass 
house. Greenhouses are used to grow 
plants, especially in the winter. 
Greenhouses work by trapping heat from 


4 


. Heat from the sun reaches the oarth 

2. Heat is reflected back to space 

3, Blanket of gases traps some of the 
reflected heat 

4. Trapped heat warms the earth 

the sun. The glass panels of the greenhouse 

let in light but keep heat from escaping. 

This causes the greenhouse to heat up, 

much like the inside of a car parked in 


sunlight. As aresult the green house keeps 
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the plants warm enough in winter. 


The Earth's atmosphere is all around 
us. [tis the air that we breathe. Greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere behave much like 
the glass panes in a greenhouse. Sunlight 
enters the Earth's atmosphere, passing 
through the blanket of greenhouse gases. 
As it reaches the Earth’s surface, land, 








water, and biosphere absorb the 
sunlight’s energy. Once absorbad, this 
energy is sent back into the 
atmosphere, Some of the energy 
passes back into space, but much of 
it remains trapped in the atmosphere 
by the greenhouse gases, causing 
our world to heat up. 

Human beings have had a 
considerable part to play in this. 
Indiscriminate burning of fossil 
fuels like gas, oil, coal ete., results in 
more green house effect and ¢lobal 
warming. Deforestation has also led to 
lesser absorption of carbon-di-oxide in 
the atmosphere. This has resulted in the 
retention of extra heat in the albmosphere 
and hence global warming. 


Global warming thus refers to an 















average increase in the Earth's 
temperature, which in tum causes changes 
in climate. It is estimated that global 
warming IS Causing a rise in temperature 
of the earth's oceans by one degree i uae 
centigrade per decade. The ice in the North es 

and South poles may melt. Thiswillcause — affected as the flooding may expose them 
the sea levels to rise and result in wide lo new and prolonged health hazards. 


spread flooding and destruction. Human - K. Sandhya Lakshmi, Std VI. 
beings will also be adversely Sri Vidya Mandir, 
a Bangalore 


What can we do? 
Most of us can do our part to reduce 
the amount of greenhouse gases that we put 
into the atmosphere. Many greenhouse gases come 
from things we do every day. These greenhouse gases 
trap energy in the atmosphere and make the carth warmer. By 
conserving energy, we help reduce global warming and make the 
earth a better place to live in. 


* Learning about the environment is very important. There are 
many good books that will help you learn. 


* Save electricity. Whenever we use electricity, we help put greenhouse 
gases info the air. By turning off lights, the television, and the computer when 
you are through with them, vou can help a lot. 


= You can save energy by sometimes taking the bus, riding a bike, or 
walking. 


* Planting trees is fun and a great way to reduce greenhouse gases. Trees 
absorb carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, from the air. 


* Talk with your family and friends about global warming. Let 
them know what you've learned. 


* Reevele cans, bottles, plastic bags, and newspapers. 
When you recyele, you send less trash to the landfill 
and you help save natural resources, like trees, 

oil, and elements such as aluminium. 





















This happened when | = 
was in the fifth standard. My 
cousin and | were watching tele- 
vision. Instead of the usual 
cartoons, a documen- 
lary was being shown. 
In that, two girls of our 
age were alone at home, 
A salesman comes 
knocking at the door. When 
one of the girls opens the 
door, thieves who had come 
In the guise of salesmen, 
enter and loot the house. 


Soon that film was over. 

Suddenly, there was a knock at the 
door, We were frightened but decided to 
be brave and fight the thieves ourselves! 
My cousin took a knife and I took up a 
stick, When my cousin opened the door, 
we realised that it was none other than 
our grandpa! Both of us threw away our 
weapons and burst into laughter while 
our grandpa looked at us extremely 
puzzled! Oh, what arelief it was! 

-R. Abhinava, Std X 
La Chateline, Chennai 


A GOOD DEED 

Two years back, | had been to 
Kodaikanal with my family. One day, as 
we finished sight - seeing a major al- 
traction, we found a handbag left unzared 
for. My family wanted to hand it over to 
the police as there was no identification 
in it. But [ said that since it had been 
most probably left by some tourists, the 
police would not be able to search and 
ive iL back to them. [ suggested that we 
stay there for a while and see if anyone 
comes searching for tt. 
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WINNING CONFIDENCE! 


Once there was an elocution competition at 
school. I was in the fifth standard. We were given 
our role numbers and were awaiting our turn to 
be called. I was going through my notes on 
‘21st Century’, the topic for elocution. I 
asked my neighbour to show me her notes 
and I got a shock on going through it! 

She had written all about progress in 
the field of science, internet etc., 
whereas I had written on the destruc- 
tion caused by the earthquake in Gujarat, 
cyclonic storms etc. Most of the other stu- 
dents had also written like her. Any- 
way, when my turn came, I went up on 
the stage and gave my prepared speech. 











To my great surprise andjoy 
» Iwon the second prize after all! 


- Nirmala Kamath, 
Std VIII, USSS, Kannur 








Just as [had predicted a car came 
by with a couple in it who got down 
and started searching for something. 
When we enquired of them, they ad- 
mitted that they’d lost their bag there 
and had come in search of it! When 
we gave the bag to them they were 
| | : {very happy as it had been given to 
font ; | As] | themasa wedding gift. As a gesture 
i. -L4 of gratitude they gave me a bouquet 
of flowers and a pat on my back! 
-M. Malarvizhi, Std X, 
K.V.M.H.S, Erode 


ss March 2004 GoKurAM 51 






“ss. 
hore 


















stant 











Suren's plan was worthy of 
sherlock Holmes! At least that’s 
what his older sister Anita told him 
proudly when he narrated his idea 
to the three of them. 

“But | thought Sherlock Holmes 
solved mysteries. Suren’s plan is all 
about breaking into your neighbour's 
house!” the childrens’ cousin, Gopu, 
objected. 


ic 
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E 


[ 





52 GOEULAM March 2004 


“What I meant was that his plan 
is absolutely brilliant,” Anita ex- 
plained, “We will distract the watch- 
man at the agate. You, Gopu, are to 
climb over the wall - you know that 
part near the ornamental lamp - 
which is the only stretch of the wall 
where there is no barbed wire. .” 

“Why must I climb over the wall? 
Why can't it be one of you?” Gopu 
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interrupted. 


“Because no one knows who you 
are. You've just arrived here last 
week from your hometown in Senji. 
Neither Miss Kokila nor the watch- 
man has ever seen you. So it's 
safer!” 

“Safer!” Gopu's voice rose indig- 
nantly, 

“Stop interrupting and listen to 


grr | Kr $6 
Asua NEMEMIAN: 


the plan,” Anita was firm. 

Gopu was quite nervous when he 
heard ‘the plan’ for it involved him 
dashing in, crouching, creeping, 
dashing out, whistling secret signals 
and so on. 


S cine years ago, Suren had 
been aifted with a toy detective set 
that carne with binoculars, finder- 
prints dusting kit, and a pair of night- 
vision spectacles. Now, Suren and 

Anita planned to distract 
the watchman by pre- 
tending they were 
selling the night- 
vision goggles. To 
test the qoaales, 
the watchman 
would be asked 
to stick his head 
into a cardboard 
box they were 
carrying, Quaran- 
teeing him that 
he could read the 
fine print pasted 
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on the inside of the box even in to- 
tal darkness. This would permit 
Gopu to clamber over the wall un- 
seen. 

The children put the plan into 
action and it was quite successful. 
Gopu, lithe and fit, was over the 
wall in a jiffy and he landed softly 
onto the unswept leaves that car- 
peted the compound. 


(Crouching low so as to avoid 
being seen through the windows of 
the house, Gopu looked around anx- 
iously as he walked silently towards 
the back of the garden where the 
guava trees were. But just as he was 
about to tiptoe past the 








front door, he heard a click and to 
his horror the door swung open! At 
the door stood a lady, whom Gopu 
assumed must be Miss Kokila, judg- 
ing by the amount of powder she 
had on her face. Her eyes were 
puffed and red. 

“You must be the boy from 
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Senji?” she asked. 

“Yes,” Gopu stammered, wonder- 
ing how Miss Kokila could possibly 
know that he lived in Senji. 

“Youre late again,” she com- 
plained. “I've had to delay getting 
started on making a batch of the 
thin sugar-cases required for encas- 
ing the fillings of the chocolates. 
That's a delicate operation. It's im- 
portant that I'm not disturbed to 
answer the door once | start work 
on making the sugar cases. And you 
people aren't allowing me to keep 
my mother here to help me...” She 
ended on what sounded suspiciously 
like a sniff and abruptly turned 
around and went into the house, 
Gopu was wondering 
what to do when Miss 
Kokila came back to the 
door with a box ir. her 
hands. 

Yo» “Here,” she de- 
/ “if \ posited a slim box 
\ of chocolates into 

Gopu’'s hands. 
, ‘Lady K’s De- 
'. || signer Choco- 

, y lates’ read the let- 

tering on the 20x. 

| “Tell your boss at 

Senji that he owes me a total of 

Rs. 4,500. This is the third box that 

he hasn't paid for.” The front cloor 

slammed shut and Gopu was left gap- 
Ing. 


Quickly remembering the o-igi- 
nal purpose he was here for, he 


sprinted to the back of the garden, 
plucked a few guavas. Then he lo- 
cated the racquet. His hands were 
full now so he slipped the box of 
chocolates down his shirtfront 
and some of the quavas into 
the pockets of his shorts be- 
fore racing back to the 
gate. He was supposed 
to imitate the sound of 
a bird and that would 
be the signal for his 
cousins to distract 
the watchman 
again so that he 
could go back 
over the wall in 
the same way that he 
had come in. 

As it so hap- 
pened, the children 
didn't have to dis- 
tract the watchman 
for something most unexpected and 
unplanned happened. A motor-bike 
came roaring to a halt in front of 
Miss Kokila's gate. There were two 
burly men on it. One with a beard 
that covered most of his face and 
the other with a scar that sliced his 
eyebrow and ran halfway down his 
cheek. And as they watched in 
dread, the watchman saluted the 
men smartly as he opened the gate. 
Standing on the other side of the 
gate as it opened, was Gopu, look- 
ing surprised and quilty. 
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Seeing Gopu, the men jumped 
off the bike with an anary shout. 


















Gopu, dropped the racquet in fright, 
jumped over the wall, and sprinted 
down the road. And even as he ran 
Gopu realised in a flash what the 
entire mix-up had been all about. 
For, on the powerful motorbike he 
had spotted a name printed in sil- 
ver lettering: Sensei Couriers. Miss 
Kokila had been asking him whether 
he was from Sensei Couriers and 
not from Senji! 

What a wasted expedition. His 
Unele’s tennis racquet still remained 
in Miss Kokila's garden and now he 
had two dangerous looking men 
chasing him. 

To be continued... 
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| Two bays were playing on the wayside of a village in France. 





The 
Doctor's || 
Friend 
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A physician,named Rene Laennec happened to 


Can you | Oh yes. ! 
here what I’m ry ¢ Yt a | Now listen to this . 
Saying? ) “| | T'll seratch this end 

| ) with a nail, 


WOW! T can 
hear even the 
minutest sound 

distinctly. 


_ ~, | |Loennec decided to try the new ‘instrument’ on 
This will be | jone of his patients, Instead of a hollow stick 


of great help to 


he used a newspaper by rolling it into a “ube. 
doctors. gs 









Laennec was confident that the ‘discovery’ would 
help him in listening to the minutest sounds being 


produced by the heart and the lungs. 












These earlier versions of a stethoscc pe had 
only one tube. 
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This is the stethoscope he 
invented in 1816. 
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Having two earpieces, the stethoscope 
helped in hearing clearly even the minutest 
sounds proc in a patients’ body. 






The credit for 
developing the modern 
two- plece stethoscope 
in 1855 goes to 
br George P Camman 

















| The stethoscope is designed in such a way 
that no sounds from outside can be heard | 
through it. Even the smallest sound _— BP | What 
filtering inside can disrupt the | | hits hav de beat 
functioning of the stethoscope. | f. | afro ing 





| The stethoscope ,as believed by some,doesn't in any way 
| amplify the sound. It merely delivers the sound as if occurs. 
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B93 TAIB=E 
Ramshekar was stranded 
in the middle of the road! 
His car had broken down 
and there was no alterna- 
live but to look fora place 
to spend the night as it 
was past 10 pm. 

The only structure vis- 
ible was a mansion around 
200 feet away from the 
narrow road. As he 
neared it, he saw that 
the building was 
quite old but 
maintained fairly 
well, According to ' 
the caretaker of the 
building, Vijayan, the 
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mansion was owned by some rich 
people who came only occasionally. It 
was more like a guest house. He was 
not exactly pleased when Ramshekar 
expressed his wish to spend the night 
there. But, when he heard Ramshekar 
say that he would be willing to pay a 
good sum of money for his stay, Vijayan 
readily agreed to put up Ramshekar for 
the night. 

“OK. sir, you can sleep in the room 
at the eastern corner of the first floor,” 
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said Vijayan. Ramshekar looked around 
the mansion. It had been built acsthet- 
cally enough. 

“| would like to go around the suild- 
ing. Indeed it gives me preat pleasure 
to see old buildings like these,” said 
Ramshekar. 

Vijayan was not pleased with the 
suggestion. However he called a 
young boy and ordered, ““Rarnesh, 
show this gentleman around the man- 
sion.” 


Ramesh appeared to be in his late 
teens. The lad was very enthusiastic at 
being asked to be a guide! He showed 
Ramshekar the various nooks and cor- 
ners of the sprawling mansion. All the 
rooms were furnished lavishly. The 
ground floor was indeed very large. 
Each room could perhaps accommo- 
date an entire modern day apartment. 

When Ramshekar was about to 
open the door of a room at the south- 
east corner of the house, Ramesh hur- 
nedly stopped him. “Please do not step 
inside,” he said. When Ramshekar 
looked at him questioningly, Ramesh 
opened the door and remarked, “Well 
I've warned you!” Ramshekar could 
now understand the logic behind his re- 


ROWNING? 


quest. 

It was notaroom. It was an 
indoor swimming pool! There 
was no floor - space around it. 
One had to open the door and im- 
mediately dive into enjoy swim- | 
ming. Ramshekar appreciated the 
life style of the people who had built 
the mansion. 

Later, Ramesh showed Ramshekar 
his room. Ramesh became quite chatty 
with Ramshekar. He poured out all his 


om ro 


woes to him. It turned out that Vijayan 
and he were half-brothers. There was 
much resentment between their two 
families. However, Vijayan had been 
generous enough to forget the past. In 
fact he had invited Ramesh to stay two 
or three days in the mansion to help him 
out. 


Ramshekar had a sound sleep that 
night. Suddenly he was awakened by 
loud footsteps. At first he thought that 
perhaps Vijayan was chasing a cat ora 
stray dog that might have entered the 
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got the better of him. He went down, 
flashlight in hand. Ramesh was not to 
be found. However, Vijayan rushed 
towards him. “What do you want, sir? 
Water? We kept a jug of drinking wa- 
ter in your room.” 

Ramshekar’s intuition told him 
that something was wrong. He went 
to the swimming pool. Vijayan fol- 
lowed him with surprise writ clear on 
his face. Ramshekar opened the old, 
strong door of the pool. He aimed 
his flash - light at the pool. 


Ramesh was floatin g on the wa- 
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1) Rise, wise, wile, will, fill. fall 
ii) Cool, fool, foil, soil, soul 
iii) Hose, lose, lost, most, moss 


iv) Wire, wore, worm, form, fore’ 


v) Shop, shot, soot, loot; look — 
vi) Rest, fest, felt, fell, fall 


7) Crane 8) Christopher Ce 


t a 
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ter surface! It was clear that Ramesh 
was dead. Vijayan too was shocked. 
“Ramesh, what has happened to you? 
Of course, there is a misunderstand- 
ing between our families, But that 
should not have driven you to the 
point of committing suicide,” he 
Started wailing aloud, Ramshekar 
looked at him with suspicion. He was 
quite sure that Ramesh had not com- 
mitted suicide. Why? 


Why does Ramshekar think so? 
Do you think it was suicide or 
murder? Check out your answer 
on page - 64. 


1) Monkey 2) Scarecrow 3) Starfish 
4) Puppet 5) Dandelion 6) Giant _ 
f ‘ce bus 





ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLES ON PAGES 29 -23— 
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It was the cold ni ght of 31st December. New year 
eve! A breeze was blowing gently. The night was full 
of the usual sounds; rustling of leaves, the periodic 
ringing of the bell from the clock tower, the bark- 
ing of stray dogs and so on. o 

It was very dark on that New Moon day, But 
Rohit wasn’t scared. That day, in school, he had 
taken part in a debate competition and spo- 
ken against the topic, “Existence of Ghosts.’ 

As usual he had stood first. Everybody were 

full of appreciation for him, both the 
teachers as well as students. The best 
part was that the principal had called 
him to his room and presented him 
with a pen! Rohit was indeed happy! 

Rohit was now speeding through, riding 
his cycle on his way back home from tu- 
ition, It was nine at night and bitterly cold. 
All the houses were bolted forthe night and 
not a soul appeared on the streets. But Rohit 
did not mind any of it as he was used to com- 
ing back from tuition this late at night. His mind 
was instead on the New Year celebrations 
scheduled for the next day. 






























Rohit entered the ‘Black Street’ : the street 
known for its darkness as all the street lamps had been 
broken by the local naughty boys. “Two streets down 
and then home,” thought Rohit. 

Suddenly, he 
started hearing 
some strange 
noises. Rohit 
couldn't make 
out what or 
where from they 
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were coming. Once it 
sounded like the snoring 
of his school watchman, 
and later like the sound 
of chalk screeching on 
the black board! Rohit 
started imagining things. 
All thoughts of New Year 
celebrations fled his 
mind. Instead the horror 
movie he had seen re- 
cently obsessed his mind. 


"Ghost! May be a 
host is sitting on my pil- 
lion,” thought poor Rohit. 


~ 2 


As that thought flashed 


through his mind, his 


: )) 2 body started shivering with 
fright and he started sweating in 
JS that cold weather. 


Rohit did not or rather could not 
stop. It was as ifhe was cycling auto- 
: matically. His imagination was nunning not. 
| 7 He felt the ghost’s chilly nose on his back. 
© Rohit felt faint at the thought. “What if he eats 

me? | won't be able to attend the New Year cel- 

ebrations tomorrow,” thought Rohit. terrified. He sud- 
denly remembered his grandma's advice to recite 
“Hanuman Chalisa’ when scared and managed to 


— 


mutter the first two lines through his dry, parched throat. 


Oh! Why didn’t | memorise the whole thng, it 
would’ ve been so useful to me now,” thought Rohit des- 
perately. 

But a ¢limmer of hope arose in Rohit’s eves as he neared 
a street lamp in the next street. “I've read that ghos:s fear 
light, so let me go and stop under that street lamp,” thought 
Rohit. He managed to bring his cycle to a halt under the 
lamp and forced himself to look back on his pillion nder. 

Wonder of wonders! There was no ghost! Just then his 
eves noticed something peculiar, On closer inspection, it 
turned out to be a polythene cover stuck on his back seat! 
“So much for the ghost!” thought Rohit with relief. as he 
prepared to cycle the few hundred yards to his home! 

- Anubhav Rath Sid IX, 
K.V. Barbangir, Orissa 


CASE FILE «9° ies 


Bits 
THE MYSTERIOUS DROW VNINC a 


LOGIC BEHIND THE CASE Or Mie 


eas aha 


The swimming pool had no floor aERr aroun its and i fRa nesh h 


Then how could he have closed the old, heavy’ wo 
Ramshekar had just opened to look inside? 
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ANSWERS 
TO THE 
QUESTIONS 
GIVEN: 


1. The Creation 
of Adam / Man 
2. Michelangelo 


Buonarroti 
3. 1475 in Italy 
4. Renaissance 
5, Architect/sculptor 
6. Leonardo -da -Vinci 


The 5 lucky winners are: 
l. Res V.R., Std 1A, 
Delhi Public School, Korba 


2. KrutikalInvally, Std VII, 
SSSS, Mumbai 








Kee ping rising 
costs of paper and 
publishing in mind, 
we are forced to 
effect a price 
increase from the 
April 2004 issue. 

| The revised cover 
| price of Gokulam 
|} will be Rs.8 from April 2004 issue 
| onwards. 


The subscription rates go up 
consequently from April 2004 onwards, 





ANNOUNCEMENT 





3. M. Prarthana, Std VI, 
ARKMBHSS, Kumbakonam 


4. Sheikh Muhammad Babur, Std LX, 
Carmel High School, Mumbai 


5. GR. Anand, Std VII. 
Loyola School, Trivandrum. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


Inland Subseription rates: 

Annual: Rs.96: 2 years: Rs. 192: 

3 years: Rs.288 

Overseas Subscription rates: 
(annual) 

25 U.S. Dollars; Sri Lanka: Ks.425 

The existin g subscribers will continue 
to receive their copies at the old rate until 
such time their subscription comes up for 
renewal. 

We hope, as enthusiastic readers of 
Gokulam, you will continue to give us your 
full support and patronage in the years to 
come, - Editor 





It was a hot, sultry afternoon. Beads 
of sweat stood on our foreheads as my 
friends and [ trudged home after along 
day at school. The only bright spot was 
the coming weekend, two full days with- 
out school! What a blessing! 

l rang the doorbell and my mother an- 
swered it. Dumping my bag on the sofa, | 
asked “Mom, can I call my friends home 
to night for a sleep over, it’s the weekend 
tomorrow!” Just then the piercing ring of 
the telephone shattered the silence. My 
mother hung up after a few minutes and 
told me something which made my jaw 
drop. 

It was not that 
she had refused my 
request but the real 
reason which 
made me look like 
a terror - stricken gold fish was the tele- 
phone call! My uncle had called to in- 
form usthathe , 
and my aunt 
were going to 
Calcutta ur- 
gently and 
would be —~, 
leaving their Ff 
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son under our care for about a week. 
Believe me when I say, that cousin of 
mine isa five year old human catastrophe 
masked under cute and cuddly looks! His 
looks are innocence personified! 

Anyway, my plans for that weekend 
were definitely scuttled! That even.ng my 
cousin made himself comfortable in ‘my" 
room with bag and baggage. | couldn't 
but grin and bear it! My room, my den 
was usurped by that little brat! 

The weekend went off peacefully 
enough. Rohit, my cousin, spent the two 
days settling in nicely making friends with 
my dog. That was only the beginning, the 











day moming! 





Beep! Beep! The alarm woke me up 
that morning, only to see the rays of the 
sun brightening up my room. | grabbed 
the alarm clock and saw with dismay that 
it was already seven in the morning! I had 
set the alarm for four a.m., to finish my 
history homework which I'd left till the 
last minute! Leave alone finishing my 
homework, it was going to be a tight 
squeeze to reach school by eight a.m. To 
top itall, the first period was history! 

I was furious with Rohit, to say the 
least, but I had to satisfy myself with the 
thought that Rohit was my guest after all 
and there were only five more days to go! 

I received a good scolding from my 
teacher and had to stand outside the class 
thanks to my ever helpful cousin, Rohit! 


My cousin's next target was the post- 
man, Poor man! When he came to de- 
liver letters Rohit set our dog behind him! 
The post man ran for hus life, swearing and 
screaming at the top of his voice! 


Another day, when my father was 
checking out the car engine, Rohit very 
helpfully gave my favourite dupatta for 
wiping his soiled hands. 

The whole week’s mischief was noth- 
ing compared to the day it was raining 
when Rohit made paper boats with pa- 
pertaken from my project work. | really 
blew my top that day and as usual my 
mother made excuses for the little boy, 
nay brat! 

A week passed by and to everyone's 
great relief my uncle came at last to pick 
up Rohit. I was so delighted to have my 
room to myself once again, that | person- 
ally helped Rohit pack up his bags and 
even saw it safely loaded into the car! 1 
was going to make sure that Rohit really 
left that day! 

My uncle greeted me with asmile and 
asked my father, “Would you mind if] 
leave Rohit here for another week?... You 
see, there is an urgent matter...” 

- §. Shalini, Std XI, 
Hilltop School, Jamshedpur 
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VIEWPOINT 


[love visiting the circus 
which is full of fun, frolic, ex- 
citement and entertainment. 
The animals performing the 
incks seem more like mature 
human beings! I feel that ani- 
mals can be used for our en- 














tertainment provided they are 
treated with love and affection. 
| suggest the carrot instead of the 
slick approach, for, like human 
beings they too, long for tender 
handling and love, Ofcourse, the 
banning of display of lions, zebras etc., 
which need to be force trained is a good 
move. Domesticated animals like horses, 
dogs, parrots, etc., are more suited for ventle 
kind of training and performance. 
- V. Varoon, Std IX, MCC School, Chennai 






x 





Using animals as a source of entertainment is a 
very cruel act. Ofcourse, most of us like going to the 
circus, 50 [don’t suggest a ban on them. Instead, cir- 
cuses can have gymnasts and acrobats performing 
and exhibiting their talents. We must not deprive the 

animals of their natural habitat. We must not tor- 

ture the animals just for our selfishness. Animals 

are also creations of nature just like us. We clo not 
have the nght to go against the laws of nature 

- M. Deepika Priyadarshini, Std X, 

Tagore International, New Delhi 
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Animals have been 
part and parcel of our en- 
vironment over the years. 
Human beings have ob- 
tained mastery over most 
of the animals and even 
domesticated some. But, 
animals should not be 
caged and used for 
amusing people. The ani- 
mals are treated harshly, 
whipped to perform dar- 
ing acts, all in the name 
of entertainment. Ani- 
mals cannot express their 
pain and so suffer quietly. 
Hence, animals should 
not be used for our en- 
lertainment. 

- Lekha Bangera 
Std VIL, 

St. Mary’s Convent 
High School, 
Mumbai 


I fee! that animals can 
be used for our enter- 
tainment. Earlier, there 
used to be alot of ill - 
treatment of animals 
In circuses. But, in 
recent times, environ- 


ie. T44 F 
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mental awareness, coupled with stringent laws against cru- 
elty to animals has resulted in change in attitudes. Hence, 
animals in circuses are well taken care of. The trainers start 
taming wild animals when they are very young. They are 
trained not by whipping but by rewarding with choicest 
food for doing tricks correctly. We may think the ringmas- 
ter is hurting the lion with his whip, but if we look closely, 
he uses the whip only to give commands. The lion does 
tricks accordingly. The animals are not physically beaten. 
Hence, as long as animals are treated well, | don't see any 
harm in using them for entertainment. 

- Renisha Christie.A, Std XII, Coimbatore 





















No, definitely animals 
should not be used 
Ss = for ourentertain- 
ment. Not 


only in circus but also on the street, 
beaches etc., animals are used by human 
beings to make money. We forcefully 
separate the animals from their natural 
habitats and force them to dance to our 
tune. When the animals don’t leam prop- 
erly, they are beaten up severely, Proper 
medical care and attention are not given 
to animals. Animals are gifts of God. So, 
we should care for them and protect them. 
Animals are very important for the bal- 
ance of nature and this aspect 1s starting 
to make an impact on people. All religions 
loo teach us to be kind to all living crea- 
tures. Come, let’s together make the earth 
ahaven of peace for animals! 
-k. Abishek, Std V 
Sri Sankara Senior Sec.School, 
Chennai 


I fee! that animals can be used for 
our entertainment in circus. People watch 
stunts, fights etc., in movies and don't want 
to see the same things done by humans in 





circuses too, Children and adults toth are 

attracted towards animals and their per- 

fonmances in circus. The animals are well 

cared for in acircus as they are the stars 

of the show. The animals perforin their 

acts flawlessly in the ning as they are well 
cared for and well trained. 

- Dhruy Kumar, 

Sid VII, 

St. John’s, Chennai 


We spoke to Mr Prabhakar of 
Gemini Circus, fo get his ‘viewpoint’. 
This is what he had to say... 

“We don t treat the animals any less 
than human beings. He don} have any 
wild animals on show, Only animals 
like elephants, dogs etc., are usea in the 
ring. Animal instructors train the ani- 
mals. We take good care of them by 
feeding them reculalrly with good and 
nutritious food. Children love to see 
animals performing. So they came in 
large numbers,” 


Question for this month 


Recently, there has been.a debate regarding Indian | 
Cricket team’s tour to Pakistan. Given the political cli- 
mate of the world is it not unfair or rather un- 


AN 
f: Dy 
4). ep 


friendly to stop countries from playing with each 
other? Sports must act as a bridge between 
countries. What do you think’? 


SHOULD POLITICS ENTER SPONTS? 


(Send in your views for or against the 


above topic as soon as possible. Your views 
| will be published in the April Issue. Also don't for- 
| get to include details of your age, class and residential address..)"ub- 
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continued from pagel3 






You look ) Rightly so! It's that Bluto.... For 
_r «- Seventy-five years he's been carrying 


my Olive away from me. 


Heli! Help! 





Not with that body of 
yours you can't. What you 
needs is a bit of spinach. 





Story: AR: UWlustrations: Pillai 


Cover Wusiration: Lalitha 
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Kantha in Bengali literally means 
a quilt. Women in West Bengal do 
Kantha embroidery... a fascinating 
style, which creates something from 
the old. In the Victoria hall in Kolkata 
there are some exquisite 
early Aanthas 
displayed. 

Kantha 
embroidery 1s the art 
of the women of ad 
Bengal, India, who |’ 
use remnants of worn- 
out white cotton saris 
as foundation fabric for 
their work. Aantha uses 


a close running stitch to fill a design 
on several layers of background 
fabric, which is densely covered with 
stitching to create thick, sturdy 
clothing, bed coverlets and book 
covers. 

The earliest known kantha dates 
to the 1800s. The red, blue and black 
thread used for the embroidery was 
unraveled from sari borders. “Thus 
started the first recycling art in 
the world,” Manjhari: Mohanty 















writes in “Quilt (Kantha) Art of 
Bengal,” an article posted on the 
Internet. 
Many ckantha have the lotus asa 
central design and 
“-< 4 incorporate tree of 
7 life, fish, elephant, 
horse and human 
figure motifs. The 
technique 15 a 
way to make 
something 
new out of 
something 
old, much 
the way 





American 
patchwork 
quilting was 
devised to use 
scraps of 
material too 
small for any 
other purpose. 


Koantha 
also has religious 
significance; 







| nie 
. dies - 
Le the Sanskrit 


word ‘kantha’ means rags. 
Buddha and his disciples wore 
garments made of rags that were 
patched and sewn together. 

AKantha was done for family use, 
not for money, and mothers taught 
daughters the craft. It was a 
communal occupation like a quilting 
bee hive! The women often lacked 
formal education and rarely traveled 
out of their villages. 

Born of a blend of frugality and 
imaginative skill, Kantha-stitched 


guide. 









Make your own Aantha 

To begin, draw a design on a recycled cotton fabric, which could 
be old blue jeans, khakis or a solid-color cotton skirt. Add a second 
layer of used cotton fabric of a lighter weight. Stitch the outline of | 
the design and fill it in with rows of running stitch, leaving very little | 
space between the rows. The stitch on the right side of the fabric 
should be longer than the stitch on the reverse side. | 

To make a running stitch, put two strands of embroidery floss in 
a needle, tie a knot at one end and start stitching. Take the needle | 
up from below the fabric, leave some space, take it down and up | 
again. Repeat until the outline is done. Let your imagination be your — 


Did you know that a woman of Bangladesh recorded her life story, 
from the time of her marriage to her old age, in her kantha! 
What better artistic way to write an autobiography! 


quilts have rocked generations of 
Bengali children to sleep. Since 
the quilts are usually fashioned 
out of old saris, they bring the 
softness of constantly washed 
cotton and the soothing touch 
of mother to infants. 
But they have other uses 
too: blankets to embrace one 
in winter, pillow cases called 
“Gor” , for tying up books and 
valuables, the “Bayton Kantha” and 
the wrap for mirror and comb, the 
“Archilata . The almost reversible 
“Sujanis” are used in festivals and 
marriages as spreads. 

It took six months to several 
generations to complete one piece of 
kantha work. By the 1980s, the art 
of Aantha had nearly disappeared 
until it was revived in urban areas of 
India in cooperatives as a commercial 
enterprise to aid impoverished 
Women. 
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Based ona Mythology story sent by llustrat ons: 
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You never come tomy door without 
any reason. What is it this time? 


I 


| Once, =age Narada, swelling with Z 
pride that he was the greatest 
devotee of Lord Vishnu... 






















Narayana! Narayana! | | 
__!bowbeforethee! | | 
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Yes, my Lord! I've 
| |indeed come to ask a 

very important | 
question. Can you tell | 
} mewho is your | 
| greatest devotee? [i 










Come to earth. | will show you 


Lord Vishnu and Narada visit the earth... : 
my greatest devotee. ! - — 
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Rama, Rama! Go faster, 
You, lazy creatures! 
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In bed at night... 


Hare Rama! Serve me ae Rama, Rama, these oe ee 
food soon, Can't you see & 1 Or. | mosquitoes are killing me.) apes 
I'm terribly hungry. + pp Get lost you blood i See 
- 1. : | suckers! 


such bad language and doesn 4 
do puja. How can you call him 


Rama, Rama, Krishna, Krishna! Serve ||} Take a bow! of oll and walk around the 


me food soon, you lazy woman! I've got | | earth. Not even one drop of oil should 
to goto the fields! | spill! We'll talk further after your return. | 
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Obeying the Lord's orders, Narada | have brought back the bow! of oll intact, | 
walked around the world with the oll | 
bowl in his hand. 


oh, Lord! 
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Yj} Very good, Narada! Now tell me, on | 
your way around the earth, how 

—* 4) many times did you utter my rame? 

| 










opened my 
Se ey. eyes, Oh, Lord! | 
notte spillevena § |} will never let my 
drop of oll that | pride rule over 
didn't think of me agaln. 


uttering your 
~ name at alll 








when you do, you give it your entire 
attention that you forget me altogether. 
But the farmer who has so much respon- 
sibilities and worries day after day 
ramembers me atleast four times a day. 
Now tell me who is my greatest devotee? 











i] The Chinese play in the 
January 2004 issue was fantastic! 
- Vinaya Adappa, Mumbai 


MT liked the picture story 
‘Keep Pace with the Times’ 
and the story ‘Summer Parade in 
Fairyland’ in the February issue. | like the 
‘Spices’ and ‘Art Gallery’. I like doing the 
activities too. 

- Sreena Gopinathan Nair, 
Ambernath 


] | found the 
editorial “The art of 
aad very Interest- 


*] My son age five has 
started eating carrots after he found out 
that he was a ‘rabbit’ according to the 
chinese horoscope in the Jan'04 issue! The 
editorial in that issue inspired me to write 
this letter. 
-§. Gandhi, Chennai 


* The February issue was superb 
and inspiring. Now | know about 
Archimedes. | liked the stories, ‘My Pen 
Friend’ and ‘Summer Parade in Fairy- 
land,” 

- Shreyansh, Hyderabad 


] The story ‘My pen Friend’ encour- 
aged me to write letters to make pen 
friends! 

- Ashwini Devadas, Mumbai 

24] | loved the story, ‘Summer Parade 
in Fairyland’. I also enjoyed reading the 


GOKUEAMEANOUN IAIN 
” V. Varsha, Pondicherry OV tq 


Harry Potter short story contest winning 
entries in the earlier issues. 
- Shloka R. Bangalore 


be Tenjoyed reading ‘Markandeya, 
Sixteen Forever’, *A Pot of Intelligence’ 

and “Uniforms of Indian Army’. 
- Gokul Sarma, Chennai 


] The articles ‘The great mathema- 
lician - Archimedes’ and ‘Strange but 
true’ were very informative, Indeed 
GOKULAM isa fountain of knowledge! 

- 8. Suprabha, Coimbatore 


M] The ‘Star Rendezvous’ with 
Derek O’Brien was excellent! The English 
lessons from Mrs. Radha Padmanabhan 
are very good, The article ‘strange but true’ 
was very interesting and informative. 

- (GS. Supriya, Mumbai 
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